{Read before the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Glasgow, 3rd March, 1882.) (With a Woodcut.)
In by far the greater number of cases of purulent discharge from the ear the source of the secretion is in some part of the middle-ear. Stretched across the inner end of the external auditory canal, at about the distance of an inch from the outer orifice of the ear, is a membranous partition?the tympanic membrane?which, in its normal condition, effectually shuts off the middle-ear from the external auditory canal. But supposing the whole of this membranous partition were destroyed, we could see from without only a very limited portion of the middle-ear, for only a part of the tympanum would be exposed to view. cases in which the purulent process has extended, and ultimately become limited to regions of the middle-ear where, in consequence of anatomical peculiarities, it tends to persist for an indefinite period, and to resist ordinary means of treatment. I refer to the upper tympanic cavity and the antrum mastoideum.
The upper tympanic cavity is situated higher up than and somewhat behind the level of the upper edge of the tympanic membrane (Rivinian segment), so that although the whole of the membrane were destroyed this part of the tympanic cavity would still be invisible from without.
The The tuning fork applied to the middle line of the head was heard much more distinctly on the affected side.
The discharge from the ear was copious and very offensive to smell.
On examination of the ear, the back part of the membrana flaccida and a part of the rest of the tympanic membrane below were destroyed, and the exposed mucous lining of the tympanic cavity was thickened, but without granulations upon it. The opening backwards and upwards towards the antrum mastoideum was more capacious than is usually found, and, by
